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ghosts. The thing he had most admired about
Mr. Chamberlain was his plainness of speech.
It was Ms deliberate policy to revive that habit.
Mr. Lloyd George's oratory of the year 1911 was
the direct successor of Mr. Chamberlain's during
the years between 1886 and 1893.
As to the abuse he encountered, he counted
that as a political gain. He was fond of the
story of the workman who had heard a political
agent expressing terror at the fury of a certain
class. " Bless my heart!" said the workman,
"we never thinks you mean business until they
squeals! " So it was with the avalanches of
calumny which fell upon Mr. Lloyd George
between 1911 and 1914. He knew that it was
the penalty of challenging the powers in high
places. It showed that his proposals really
" meant business/' " Their abuse/' says Sir
Fretful Plagiary in The Critic, "Is the best
panegyric/' So Mr. Lloyd George ploughed
the road to fame through the abuse of those
years.
Yet all the time he suffered. He has a heart
very sensitive to the affections of the people.
He was puzzled at the way men hated him. It
was not the danger of it he minded; for he
would scarcely allow the Scotland Yard men to
protect him. It was the pain of it. He frankly
hates dislike ; Ms nature craves the sun ; he is
at his best among friends. " I cannot Imagine
why they detest me so/' he said one day during
that time. " I seem to be the best hated man
In England/' The reply was obvious. "If
one half of England hates you too much, then